
 

Using Inquiry Processes to Research American Indian Issues 

Fast Facts 
Curriculum Area: Social Studies 
Grade Level: Grades 6-8 
Suggested Duration: One – two class periods for topic introduction and a week for research, both 

inside and outside the class 

Stage 1 Desired Results 
Established Goals 
(4) The history content standards for sixth through eighth grade are that each student will:  
(c) analyze how, since European contact, historical events and policies have mutually impacted 
American Indian and European societies;  
(d) identify how new archaeological and scientific information shapes historical understanding;  
(f) understand that there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of historical events;  
(g) analyze how people's perspectives shaped the historical narratives they created;  
(h) identify limitations and biases in primary and secondary sources, specifically regarding 
misinformation and stereotypes; and  
(i) students understand that the questions people ask shape the conclusions they reach. 

Understandings 
• History is a story most often related through the subjective experience of the teller. With the 

inclusion of more and varied voices, histories are being rediscovered and revised. History told from 
American Indian perspectives frequently conflicts with the stories mainstream historians tell. (EU6) 

Essential Questions 
• What are some facts you have heard about American Indians? How do you know it is a fact? 
• Where and how do we get accurate information about American Indians? 
• What is something you would like to learn more about regarding Montana tribal nations? 
• Why is it important to view events from multiple perspectives? 

Students will be able to… 
• develop questions to guide their research. 
• utilize various resources to gather information about specific events/issues pertaining to American 

Indians. 
• use the inquiry-based process to learn about multiple perspectives regarding historical and 

contemporary events relating to American Indians. 
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Students will know… 
• in the study of historical and contemporary events there are multiple perspectives to take into 

account when forming opinions and making judgments. 
• how to access and evaluate accurate and relevant information to answer research questions they 

have about American Indians. 

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks 
1. Students will be asked to research a particular issue/event pertaining to American Indians. 

2. Students will gather evidence and present their findings in the form of a brief research paper 
and/or oral presentation. If class time allows, have students present their findings to their 
classmates. This could be done through poster board presentations, role plays, speeches, and 
debates. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 
Learning Activities  
Begin the class by posing the following question: Have you ever heard about the Dutch purchasing 
Manhattan from a Native American tribe and the Dutch using beads for payment? Allow some time for 
discussion. As a way to introduce inquiry-based learning research utilize this inquiry-based lesson plan 
which is about the mythological purchase of Manhattan. 

View the actual lesson plan with students and have them examine some key elements of the lesson, in 
particular, the 1626 painting about the so-called purchase, along with some of the primary sources that 
are included in the lesson. 

Ideally, you would want to teach the entire lesson, but if you are limited by time, a sampling of key 
components of the lesson would provide students with a concrete example of how some of our 
country’s popular stories about Native Americans in US history are more of a myth than an actual 
event. This lesson plan would provide an excellent “hook” to get students interested in examining 
issues from multiple perspectives along with asking the right kinds of questions to get at more holistic 
and inclusive answers. 

Summarize key points and ideas from the Manhattan purchase lesson plan and transition to a brief 
discussion of Essential Understanding 6. 

Share the text and Key Concepts from Essential Understanding 6 – History from American Indian 
Perspectives and facilitate a class discussion. 

Ask students what is something you always wanted to learn more about regarding American Indians? 

Facilitate a class discussion and list out topics on the board as students bring them up. 

Now ask them how they might find more information about their topic. Where would you look? What 
resources would you use? 

https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/manhattan-purchase/
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/EU_Key_Concepts.pdf
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Have students reflect on the topics and discuss a few of them with the class. 

After a brief discussion, transition to potential research topics about American Indians and share the 
following key components regarding the inquiry model: 

• stating a "what if" or "I wonder" question to be investigated 
• brainstorming possible procedures 
• identifying an "I think" statement to test 
• designing and carrying out a plan 
• collecting evidence and drawing conclusions 
• sharing and communication results 

Assignment: This could be done as an independent or small group project. Allow students ample time 
in class to conduct research, which would include independent work outside of class time. 

• Students will be asked to research a particular issue/event pertaining to American Indians. 
• Students will gather evidence and present their findings in the form of a brief research paper 

and/or oral presentation. If class time allows, have students present their findings to their 
classmates. This could be done through poster board presentations, role plays, speeches, and 
debates. 

Have students use the following questions to help guide their research: 

• What is the issue? (Redefine it in your own words.) 
• What do you currently know about this topic? List your ideas and save to compare with information 

gathered as the lesson progresses. 
• Have students identify potential questions regarding their topic. 
• What are some differing perspectives surrounding this topic and what are their sources? (You can 

only know this after a good deal of time spent research and reading.) 
• What resources will you use to reach your conclusions? 

Use of a RAFTS writing prompt is suggested in order to help students organize their findings. 

Some Potential Research Topics 
• American Indian Sports mascots 
• Boarding Schools 
• Columbus and "discovery" 
• Lewis and Clark – American Indian perspectives 
• Manifest Destiny 
• Pocahontas 
• Indians, Pilgrims and the "first Thanksgiving" 
• Legal Issues – i.e., water rights, land issues, court cases 

Background Information 
Inquiry based learning processes 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=rafts+writing+prompts&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS754US754&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=B7xOrSd_BiBpTM%252C8zDMEkwfdq8EkM%252C_%253BtqEOvkQPsaxMvM%252CDtq5W2j0Gy_FWM%252C_%253BzSfd8YbVfQvqCM%252CIFccqNiZVSGwRM%252C_%253BGMSxcPAJK6FzHM%252CShL8-ZKcjoar8M%252C_%253BTx6PUsuxAKEKXM%252C3lqxhWnjwiPFHM%252C_%253B3O0sGGXSZlXycM%252C2NiVkFs9pDezQM%252C_%253BnseJH6BFuA4OkM%252CSG67nf8RCb0EXM%252C_%253BiNbf_4uAtKlpAM%252C27OaOoOp3g0dLM%252C_%253BHRSkUYy87k7atM%252CtzXhgX0NOW8T1M%252C_%253BTIK6O2kY4Sp_iM%252Ciiq8JiLHU_dGPM%252C_%253Bq5g-OTMU-6NcFM%252CWwy7nSL-q1hoNM%252C_%253B3dem6W_YGwQO4M%252CeXxbqSPSNT01OM%252C_%253B3ncP4o1xDA1R6M%252Cb8Rv2V9GJZV7zM%252C_%253BFfXLkMLgQhZfkM%252CIp1W5H8b6T_jXM%252C_%253Bnu2H4UZvB7FZ0M%252CHJBvdAnNUH8rVM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kT8222w4NLYWWPStpoQADeLk7gytA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwigy7T5k8rzAhVxKH0KHUfPDFoQ9QF6BAgVEAE#imgrc=Tx6PUsuxAKEKXM
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• Creating questions of their own 
• Obtaining supporting evidence to answer the question(s) 
• Explaining the evidence collected 
• Connecting the explanation to the knowledge obtained from the investigative process 
• Creating an argument and justification for the explanation 

Potential articles and resources to share with students 

Bringing Inquiry-Based Learning Into Your Class 

 

 

 

 

 

Emerging Inquiry: Using Nonfiction to Guide Student Research

Essential Understandings Key Concepts

I is for Ignoble: Stereotyping Native Americans

Native American Stereotypes in Early Films

Probing the Paradoxes of Native Americans in Pop Culture 

Teaching and Learning About American Indians FAQ

Teaching and Learning about Contemporary Issues in Indian Country – Consider signing up for this HUB 
course to increase your background knowledge about contemporary issues. 

The following reference books were sent to Montana public school libraries. They provide an excellent 
starting point for research and general background information. Be sure to check out the List of IEFA 
Resources Sent to Schools to see other IEFA resources that should be in your school library. 

American Indian Contributions to the World, edited by Emory Dean Keoke (Lakota) and Kay Marie 
Porterfield.  

 This excellent five-volume set of Keoke's and Porterfield's earlier work is accessible to students 
from fourth grade through high school. The subjects covered are "Buildings, Clothing, and Art," 
"Food, Farming and Hunting," "Medicine and Health," Science and Technology," and "Trade, 
Transportation and Warfare." 

American Indian Contributions to the World: 15,000 Years of Inventions and Innovations, edited by 
Emory Dean Keoke (Lakota) and Kay Marie Porterfield.  

 With entries ranging from anti-asthmatic medications to zoned biodiversity, this meticulously 
researched volume is a comprehensive resource to the numerous inventions and innovations made 
by the indigenous peoples of North, Meso-, and South America. Containing over 450 entries, 
alphabetically arranged and fully cross-referenced, this indispensable reference book is a must for 
every classroom and library. 

Native America in the Twentieth Century, An Encyclopedia, edited by Mary B. Davis.  

 All classroom teachers who are teaching anything about "Native Americans" should have this 
single-volume encyclopedia available and use it frequently. The emphasis is on Indian peoples 
today, and the involvement of a great many knowledgeable Indian people, close to much of what 
they describe, contributes greatly to accuracy and coverage of usually ignored matters. 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/bringing-inquiry-based-learning-into-your-class-trevor-mackenzie/#:%7E:text=Start%20with%20a%20unit%20you,with%20the%20mess%20of%20uncertainty
https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/articles/yl_220123.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/EU_Key_Concepts.pdf
https://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/jimcrow/native/homepage.htm
https://libapps.salisbury.edu/nabb-online/exhibits/show/native-americans-then-and-now/introduction/early-films
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/probing-paradoxes-native-americans-pop-culture-180967906/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/probing-paradoxes-native-americans-pop-culture-180967906/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/faq/did-you-know
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/course/view.php?id=719
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Resources%20Sent%20to%20School%20Libraries.pdf?ver=2018-04-26-094128-500
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Resources%20Sent%20to%20School%20Libraries.pdf
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Native North American Almanac: A Reference Work of Native North Americans in the United States and 
Canada, edited by Duane Champagne.  

 This huge comprehensive volume provides historical and contemporary information about the 
Native peoples of North America. A broad range of topics including history and historical 
landmarks, health, law and legislation, activism, environment, urbanization, education, economy, 
languages, arts, literatures, media, and gender relations makes this highly readable book essential 
for librarians and teachers. 
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